[Molecular detection of Mycoplasma genitalium in men and pregnant women].
Mycoplasma genitalium is an opportunistic pathogen of the genital tract. It has been implicated as an etiological agent of urethritis in men and cervicitis and pelvic inflammatory disease (PID) in women. The aim of this study was to determine the prevalence of Mycoplasma genitalium in male urethritis and in vaginal specimens of pregnant women. Urethral specimens obtained from 37 men presenting with urethritis and vaginal specimens from 50 consecutive pregnant women were tested for the presence of M. genitalium by polymerase chain reaction (PCR). The urethral specimens were also examined for the presence of Neisseria gonorrhoeae, Chlamydia trachomatis and Ureaplasma sp whereas the vaginal microbiota and the presence of genital mycoplasma were investigated in the vaginal specimens. Twenty three cases were classified as nongonococcal urethritis (NGU) and 14 as gonorrheal disease. M. genitalium was detected in 3 of 23 (13.04%) men with NGU; in two cases with Ureaplasma sp, and in one patient as the unique agent. C. trachomatis was found in 7 patients with NGU and in one patient with gonorrhea. Ureaplasma sp was isolated in 13 (35.1%) patients, 8 cases of NGU and in 5 patients with gonorrhea. The organism was also detected in 6 (15%) of 40 women; in 5 cases in the presence of a normal microbiota (Nugent score 0-3), and an in one case in the presence of bacterial vaginosis. Ureaplasma spp was isolated in the 6 positive specimens. This study indicates that M. genitalium can be detected in urethral specimens of some cases of NGU as well as in the lower genital tract of pregnant women in the presence of a normal vaginal microbiota.